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will form themselves into societies for the spread of goodness, and
that such fellowships will be the means of thorough and permanent
social reforms in politics, in education, and in family and
.industrial life. This idea of forming societies in devotion to good
character and right conduct we believe stands equal in dignity and
power with Christ's conception of a kingdom of God on earth, and
that it comes to-day with all the freshness and vigour of a new
social revelation, for which, however, the ages of Christian develop-
ment have been preparing men's hearts and intellects. Not only
is the idea clear and definite in itself, but when embodied in a
society we have a social institution distinct from every other
now existing. An Ethical Society, a fellowship solely in devotion
to the good in the world, is wholly distinct from every Christian
C,hurch, whether Orthodox *or Unitarian; for the Church, besides
devotion to the spread of goodness in the world, demands allegiance
to a personal Creator of the Universe. An Ethical Society, there-
fore, differs from every Christian Church in that its basis in the
first place is clearer and simpler, is capable of being understood by
the most ignorant man of ordinary intelligence,"because all men
know at least sufficiently well for practical judgment what good-
ness in human character is. But the idea of a personal Creator of
the Universe has baffled the speculative efforts of the best dis-
ciplined and philosophic minds. In simplicity, therefore, an
Ethical Society m&y claim precedence over any Christian Church,
and from this it follows that an Ethical Society is in its very
nature more suited to men of average intelligence and of busy life.
But it also differs from Christian Churches in being broader in its
fellowship. It excludes no one because of scepticism as to the
existence and personality of God or the divinity of Christ. But,
on the other hand, let it be distinctly known that we are not, as a
society, Agnostic. We do not deny the possibility of knowing
the existence of God. We do not request or exact that a man
shall first give up his belief in a personal God and immortality
before he shall become a member of our societies. We simply ask
that he have a direct desire to plant good conduct and root out
evil. As a society we are not pledged to any theory as to the
origin of the Universe, or of conscience itself, nor to any theory as
to the limits of human knowledge. We are not an Agnostic
Society; we have no theory at all, as a society, concerning the
limits of knowledge, therefore the charge which has been made
against us that we are Agnostic is due to a misunderstanding.

When, on the other hand, it is brought as an objection against
us that we have no theory which accounts for the moral enthusiasm
which we possess and manifest, we point out the following
distinction: as a society we' have no such theory, but -each